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Bacteria Added to Gum, Toothpaste
and Deodorant

By LiveScience Staff

posted: 21 August 2006
10:02 am ET

Chewing gum, toothpaste and deodorant might soon contain beneficial bacteria to fight
tooth decay and underarm stench.

Strepptotoccus mutans, or S. Mutans, is a bacterium that causes tooth decay. S.
Mutans sticks to the surface of teeth, producing an aggressive acid that breaks down
the enamel, OWN IT ON DVD ALG
The bacteria found in yogurt might come to the rescue. In the joumal Chemistry &

Industry, scientists report that a new strain of lactobacillus called L. anti-caries, forces (-, 3 .

S. Mutans to clump together, preventing them from becoming attached to the tooth L' VE SCIENCE'.- ARG

surface.
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Tests reveal that the chewing gum can reduce the amount of bacteria in the mouth fifty
times, the scientists report.

Chewing gum based on the product is being developed by the German chemical
company BASF. Mouthwash and toothpastes using the bacteria are also being

developed.

. . . . . Mounted T-Rex Amphibious Solar
Stefan Marcinowski, executive director of research at BASF, said a product based on Skull Model Vehicle/Robot Kit
the bacteria would be available in 2007. $59.00 $39.00
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The good bacteria might also be used in new deodorants. Strains of the bacteria have
been found to cut down on odor-producing bacteria that dwell in underarms and feet,

Yogurt Culture Evolves

Eureka! Bacteria Have the Midas Touch

Bacteria in Yogurt Maodified to Fight HIV Infection
Scientists Make Bacteria Behave Like Computers
Bacteria Thrive in Hostile Human Bellies

War on Bacteria is Wrongheaded
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Latest Planet

Definition
Proposal 'Shot
Down in Flames'

Author Robert Roy Britt

Astronomers continue
to wrangle over a
proposal to define the
term "planet," one they
can at least agree to
vote on Thursday at a
meeting of the
International
Astronomical Union
(AU)in ...
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